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when corroborated by Allen, who is evidently a victim,
imposed upon him.

August 30, Tuesday. Not much of interest at the Cabi-
net. Seward, Blair, and Bates absent from Washington.
The capture of Fort Morgan is confirmed by accounts
from Sherman.

Am trying to arrange for changes in command of our
squadrons and of our navy yards. Something must be
done to close the entrance to Cape Fear River and port of
Wilmington. I give no credit to the newspaper gossip of
connivance on the part of our naval officers with blockade-
runners which many good men believe; but there is a want
of effective action. Admiral Lee is true and loyal, careful,
and circumspect almost to a fault, but, while vigilant, he
has not dash and impetuous daring, and there seems some
defect in the blockade which makes Wilmington appear an
almost open port. It is true that blockade-running has
become systematized into a business, and the ingenuity and
skill of Englishmen and the resources of English capital
are used without stint in assisting the Rebels.

I have been urging a conjoint attack upon Wilmington
for months. Could we seize the forts at the entrance of
Cape Fear and close the illicit traffic, it would be almost as
important as the capture of Richmond on the fate of the
Rebels, and an important step in that direction. But the
War Department hangs fire, and the President, whilst
agreeing with me, dislikes to press matters when the mil-
itary leaders are reluctant to move.

Fox urges the immediate recall of Farragut and giving
him the North Atlantic Squadron. But to withdraw Farra-
gut from Mobile suddenly will give cause for censure. The
country is expecting the capture of the city of Mobile. I
do not think it an important object at this moment. We
have the bay and have closed all communication from
abroad. To capture the city will be difficult, very difficult
if the army does not take the principal work in hand. If